NATIONAL AMERICAN INDIAN
COURT JUDGES ASSOCIATION
___________________________________________________________________
Join the National American Indian Court Judges Association and the American Indian Law Center
for the fourth in a series of four webinars on Emerging Practices in Civil Legal Assistance and
Criminal Indigent Defense. The goal of these webinars is to share four emerging practices that
incorporate the philosophy, values, and characteristics of successful and effective legal assistance
practices. These webinars will also share and highlight multiple programs that are currently
implementing these practices.

Webinar 4 – “Building a Collaborative Court with Other Jurisdictions to Treat
Nonviolent Tribal Adult Offenders”
Wednesday, March 4, 2015 from 3:00 – 4:30 p.m. (ET)
Register now for this free webinar at
https://naicja.webex.com/naicja/onstage/g.php?MTID=e17f5008e1fd12a01cabdd2cb2ac2211b

The emerging practice of creating a “collaborative court” with other jurisdictions rather than to
contest one another’s jurisdiction is the focus of this webinar. The Honorable Abby Abinanti,
Yurok Tribal Court, will discuss her successful experience in collaborating with two county courts
to build a collaborative court that treats nonviolent tribal adult offenders, who have substance
abuse issues. Topics include how to build capacity and expertise in your tribal court prior to
approaching other jurisdictions, deciding what responsibilities to share in the criminal justice
process, developing protocols to assist in transferring cases, and how to secure state court
recognition of tribal court orders. Successful examples and lessons learned from the Yurok Tribe’s
relationship building with Del Norte and Humboldt Counties that resulted in a collaborative court
will be provided.

Presenters:




The Honorable Abby Abinanti, Chief Judge, Yurok Tribal Court
Anthony Trombetti, Wellness Coordinator, Yurok Tribal Court
Jolanda Ingram-Obie, Staff Attorney, Yurok Tribal Court

Moderators:



A. Nikki Borchardt Campbell, Program Administrator, NAICJA
Melanie P. Fritzsche, Staff Attorney, American Indian Law Center, Inc.

This webinar series is supported by Grant No. 2011-AL-BX-K002 awarded by the U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of
Justice Assistance. The Bureau of Justice Assistance is a component of the Office of Justice Programs, which also
includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the National Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention, the Office for Victims of Crime, and the Office of Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending,
Registering, and Tracking. Under this award, points of view or opinions in webinars, documents, or publications are
those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice.

Questions? Contact Melanie P. Fritzsche at fritzsche@law.unm.edu or call (505) 277-5462

