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PRE-LAW ADVISORS TRAINING TRACK AGENDA 
  
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2015 ~ PRE-CONFERENCE
4:00PM – 6:00PM  Pre-Registration/ Hotel Check-in  (Tamaya Pre-function)

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 ~ DAY ONE 
 
8:00AM – 12:00PM  REGISTRATION       (Tamaya Pre-function)

8:00AM – 9:00AM   BREAKFAST       (Tamaya Pre-function)
    Sponsored by Leger Law & Strategy, LLC

8:45AM – 9:00AM  WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS    (Bear B)
    Heidi Nesbitt, PLSI Director & AILC Assistant Director   
    
9:00AM – 9:30AM   Context is Not a 3-Digit Number: What Makes an Applicant Competitive (Bear B) 
    Presenter: Associate Dean Reyes Aguilar, University of Utah School of Law

9:30AM – 10:00AM  Increasing the Native American Pipeline: The Role of DiscoverLaw.org (Bear B) 
    Presenter: Yusuf Abdul-Kareem, Asst. Director for Diversity Initiatives, LSAC

10:00AM – 10:15AM  Q & A

10:15AM – 10:30AM  Morning Break

10:30AM – 11:10AM Investing in the Future: Paying for Law School   (Bear B)  
    Presenter: Assistant Dean Mathiew Le, University of Washington School of Law

Applying to law school is already a difficult decision and figuring out how to pay for law school 
is another. In this session, you will learn the fundamentals of applying for federal financial aid 
and scholarships, as well useful tips to help your students get the most bang for their buck.

11:10AM – 11:40AM AIGC & Other Funding Opportunities     (Bear B) 
    Presenter: Joan Currier, Acting Director, American Indian Graduate Center

11:40AM – 11:55AM  Q & A

12:00PM – 1:30PM   LUNCHEON        (Tamaya FGH)
    Sponsored NM Gas Company
    PLENARY SESSION     
    Exercising Tribal Sovereignty through Your Tribal Court
    Presenter: Gloria Valencia-Weber, Emerita Professor of Law, UNM School of  
    Law, and Helen B. Padilla, Esq., Director, AILC

On a daily basis, tribal courts are the entities that exercise a tribe’s sovereign authority 
through interpretation and enforcement of tribal law.  These matters affect tribal 
community members, court users, outside parties, and also impact the understanding of 
tribal law throughout Indian Country.  It is critical that Tribes continue to develop tribal 
courts that expressly and fairly address the important matters decided by these judicial 
systems.  This session will cover some key cases and areas that Tribes must understand to 
develop and operate effective justice systems within their governments.  Building blocks 
for constructing tribal law and courts as an exercise of tribal sovereignty will be discussed, 
along with specific areas of development that must be implemented to obtain internal 
and external respect as legitimate governance.     

1:45PM – 2:15PM  Pre-Law Summer Institute for American Indians & Alaska Natives (PLSI)  (Bear B)
    Presenter: Heidi Nesbitt, PLSI Director & AILC Assistant Director




