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Pueblo of Pojoaque Path to Wellness  

Problem-Solving Courts 

72,000 drug overdose deaths in 2017.  
 (Does NOT including alcohol-related deaths) 
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Common Barriers to Reducing Recidivism 

•  housing 
•  education  
•  job training or employment  
•  substance abuse treatment 
•  Mental health treatment 
•  family support 

Lack of  

Dependence versus Addiction 
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1.Team Approach 
2. Entry points and Due Process 
3. Screening and Eligibility:  
4. Healing and Treatment  
5. Support & Supervision  
6. Discipline & Encouragement 
7. Judicial Interaction: Respectful Communication  
8. Monitoring and Evaluation 
9. Continuing Training and Community Education 
10. Sustained Team interactions 

Ten Tribal Wellness Court Key Components 
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Individual and Community Healing Focus: 
 
•Judge  •Coordinator/Case Manager •Substance Abuse Treatment 
 
•Law Enforcement •Prosecution •Defense Advocate  
 
•Tribal Elder/Cultural Advisor •Probation •Mental Health Provider  
 
•Family Services •Housing •Education 

Team approach	

Entry 

•  Substance use disorder 

•  Team decides if person is eligible. 
 Judge has final say with recommendation from team 

•  Low barrier 

•  Moderate/High Risk of reoffending 
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Treatment/Support and Intensive Supervision 

•  Residential treatment 

Suboxone/methadone 
•  Evidence-based SUD treatment 

•  Peer support: Red road to Wellbriety 

Matrix 
Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT) 

•  Mental health counseling and groups 

•  Sober housing 
•  Traditional/cultural activities 

Trauma Awareness 
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Kim M. McGinnis, PhD 
Chief Judge  
Pueblo of Pojoaque 
judge@pojoaque.org 


