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Agenda At-A-Glance

Thursday, November 7, 2024
4:30-6:30 PM  CLE Conference Registration 
6:00-8:30 PM  Kick Off Mixer  

Friday, November 8, 2024
7:30-8:30 AM  Registration & Breakfast 
8:30-8:45 AM  Welcome
8:45-10:15 AM  Session 1: Indigenizing Intellectual Property
10:15-10:30 AM  Morning Break
10:30 AM-12:00 PM  Session 2: On Stage Professionalism and Mentorship
12:15-1:15 PM  Lunch (with mentorship activities) 
1:30-3:30 PM  Session 3: The Future of Tribal Courts  
3:00-3:15 PM  Afternoon Break 
3:15-4:45 PM  Session 4: Protecting the Sacred
5:00-6:30 PM  Reception & Silent Auction
6:30-9:30 PM  Dinner & Awards 

The American Indian Law Center, 
Inc. and its programs are supported 
by the funding of the MacArthur 
Foundation as well as individual 
grants and donations.

The Pre-Law Summer Institute and 
its programs are supported by 
funding from the Bureau of Indian 
Education, individual grants, and 
donations.
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 Allillanchu
Greetings,

Welcome to the American Indian Law Center’s PLSI Homecoming 2024! It has been 57 years since 
the founding of AILC, and it is with tremendous excitement and pride that we welcome you to this 
annual celebration. 

This year we invite you to reflect on the sense of mentorship we’ve fostered across decades. 
Children and grandchildren of PLSI alumni have now gone through the program. We hope 
you connect with old friends and new friends alike during the mixer, the mentorship session, or 
somewhere in between. 

AILC continues to grow our staff and program offerings and we could not do it without support 
from our donors and sponsors. Thank you for making our work - and this celebration - possible! 
We’d also like to thank Michael Toya, the artist who created the image of the hummingbird coming 
home to the flower for our conference materials.

Thank you for the time and effort it took to join us here at Santa Ana Pueblo. We are honored to 
share space with you in the name of learning and celebration. 

Sincerely, 

Rodina Cave Parnall
PLSI 1998, TA 1999, Professor 2011 and 2016 
Executive Director 
American Indian Law Center, Inc.

PLSI Class of 1998

Rodina Cave Parnall,  
AILC Executive Director,  
Bottom Row, Fourth From Left

Capture a great 
homecoming 

moment? Share 
it on socials with 

#PLSIHoco! 



American Indian Law Center, Inc. 
Established in 1967, the American Indian Law Center, Inc. (AILC) is the oldest existing Indian-managed 
and Indian-operated legal and public policy organization in the country. It serves to strengthen 
American Indian and Alaska Native communities through education, training, and leadership. AILC 
provides training and technical assistance to tribes, tribal organizations, and tribal courts; legal 
and policy analysis; and preparatory legal education to individuals. AILC accomplishes its mission 
by directing its focus on: the Pre-Law Summer Institute (PLSI); Policy and Legal Analysis; and the 
Southwest Intertribal Court of Appeals (SWITCA). Over the years, the AILC has worked with officials 
from more than 20 states, hundreds of tribes and Native American organizations, and has trained 
thousands of professionals and paraprofessionals. As a result, AILC has unique, in-depth knowledge 
of tribal institutions and  tribal, state, and federal relations. 

AILC Board of Directors

Kyle Nayback 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe 
of Chippewa Indians 
Board Member 
PLSI 1993

Michael Petoskey 
Grand Traverse Band 
of Ottawa & Chippewa 
Indians 
Board Member 
PLSI 1975

Burton Warrington 
Menominee, Prairie 
Band Potawatomi and 
Ho-Chunk 
PLSI 2006

Doreen N. McPaul 
Navajo Nation 
Board Member 
PLSI 1998

Kate Rosier 
Comanche Tribe 
Board Secretary 
PLSI 1995

Aaron M. Sims 
Pueblo of Acoma 
Board Treasurer 
PLSI 2011

Jason Hauter 
Gila River Indian Community 
Board Member 
PLSI 1999

Danielle Her Many Horses 
Oglala Lakota Nation 
Board President 
PLSI 1999

Zoe Jackson
Cross-Out
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Pre-Law Summer Institute
Since 1967, AILC has been conducting the Pre-Law Summer Institute (PLSI), also known as the Special 
Scholarship Program for American Indians and Alaska Natives (SSP). PLSI is an intensive two-month 
program that prepares American Indian and Alaska Native individuals for the rigors of law school 
by essentially replicating the first semester. Likened to boot camp by many former participants, the 
PLSI teaches the unique methods of law school research, analysis, and writing. PLSI’s success lies in its 
original and continuing intent — that it be based on sound legal education principles and not function 
as a philosophical, political, or cultural training ground. For more than five decades, AILC has remained 
dedicated to providing robust training in the skills required to study law. 

5  F A C T S  
ABOUT PLS I

OVER 1,550 
PLSI GRADUATES
1

(includes the Special Scholarship
Program and Pre-Law Online

Seminar)

 

4
investment per summer program

student

 investment per student who takes
advantage of all the above listed

PLSI offerings 

$53,500

 $16,300

3
THE FIRST TWO

NATIVE U.S.
CONGRESSWOMEN

AND THE FIRST NATIVE
CABINET SECRETARY
ARE PLSI GRADUATES

2
PLSI OFFERS MORE THAN

JUST THE SUMMER PROGRAM 

Summer clerkships

Scholarships
Laptop reimbursements

Annual law student book and fee allowances

Judicial clerkship mentoring 

Bar exam financial support

Supplemental bar study materials 

 Non-PLSI Native Bar examinees are also
eligible for reimbursements and

supplemental materials

We offer support and opportunities, including:

5
31 PLSI GRADUATES
HAVE ACCEPTED A
STATE OR FEDERAL

JUDICIAL CLERKSHIP
SINCE 2016
Before 2016, we could

identify only 6 judicial clerks
over 45 years
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Our People

Leadership
Executive Director | Rodina Cave Parnall (Quechua) 
became the Executive Director of the American Indian Law Center, Inc. in 
July 2022 after serving five years as the Director of the Pre-Law Summer 
Institute for American Indians and Alaska Natives. 

Rodina served by White House appointment  as Senior Policy Advisor to 
the Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs in the U.S. Department of the Interior. 
Before that, she practiced law in New Mexico and Arizona representing 
Indian tribes and tribal entities in legal and administrative proceedings 
and on several large breach-of-trust cases in federal courts. Previously, 
Rodina served as an adjunct professor at the University of New Mexico 
School of Law and an Associate Judge on the Southwest Intertribal Court 
of Appeals (SWITCA). In 2014, she received the New Mexico State Bar 
Indian Law Section Outstanding Achievement Award. She graduated 
from Arizona State University College of Law with a Certificate in Indian 
Law and the Outstanding Law Graduate Award. She holds a Bachelor of 
Business Administration and a Master of Education from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst.

Rodina clerked for the Honorable William C. Canby, Jr. on the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

Staff
Administrative Coordinator | Savannah R. Lee 
is an enrolled member of the Navajo Nation (Bit’ahnii – Folded Arms 
People born for Ts’ah yisk’idnii-Sage Brush Hill)  serves as the Law Center’s 
Administrative Coordinator and the Southwest Intertribal Court of Appeals 
(SWITCA) Court Clerk. She has been with the Law Center since August 2022. 
Lee received her Bachelor of Science in Public Health from New Mexico 
State University in 2018. Prior to AILC, she worked for Ideas for Cooking 
and Nutrition (ICAN), a New Mexico State University Cooperative Extension 
Service (NMSU CES), providing nutrition education to low-income and 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) eligible participants with 
a focus on tribal communities in New Mexico. 
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AILC Project Coordinator | Danielle Montgomery 
(Mvskoke Creek) is a Project Coordinator with the American Indian Law 
Center and a 2020 alumna of the Pre-Law Summer Institute (PLSI). She 
earned her J.D. from the University of New Mexico School of Law in 2023 
and holds a B.A. in Political Science from the University of California, Irvine, 
which she received in 2016. While at UNMSOL, Danielle was a member of 
NALSA, served as an editor for the Tribal Law Journal, and worked as a 
Research Assistant with the AILC. Her law school legal experience includes 
interning as a law clerk in prosecutorial offices at the city (Los Angeles City 
Attorney’s Office), county (Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office, 
state (New Mexico DOJ), and federal (USAO DNM) levels in both California 
and New Mexico. Additionally, Danielle completed a data security internship 
in Washington, D.C., working with the Executive Office of the President’s 
Office of Administration Information Technology and the Office of the 
Director of White House Information Technology.

PLSI Project Coordinator | Scott Willie (Diné) comes 
from the University of Utah, where they have worked for almost eight 
years in research and medical programming with the Native American 
Summer Research Internship and the Medical Scientist Training Program. 
Scott has received the 2017-18 Leadership in Inclusive Excellence Staff 
Award and the 2021 Staff Excellence Award in Health Academics District 
from the University of Utah. Scott has a passion for health policy, and they 
will complete a certificate in American Indian Health from Johns Hopkins 
University, Center for Indigenous Health. Scott’s experiences in community 
outreach and community ways of knowing will support the Pre-Law 
Summer Institute participants. Scott received their bachelor’s degree in 
Anthropology and Psychology from the University of New Mexico. 

Administrative Assistant | Kandice Seum is a Diné 
woman born and raised on the Navajo Nation. She is the Administrative 
Assistant for the American Indian Law Center, Inc. as of July 2024. She is an 
Alumna of UNM having graduated in 2008 with a Bachelor’s in University 
Studies with a focus on Communications and Psychology. Other degrees 
are an Associate of Applied Science in Criminal Justice and an Associate 
of Arts in Liberal Arts. Previously, she worked for a private business that 
investigated the backgrounds and eligibility of potential employees to work 
with tribally affiliated businesses. Other experience includes administrative 
and financial work with the Navajo Nation’s Emergency Rural Mapping 
department and local Chapter Houses within the Northern Agency of the 
Navajo Nation. She currently volunteers on committees within the Navajo 
Nation, such as the Authorized Local Emergency Response Team (ALERT, 
which responds to natural disasters/epidemic related crises) and Veterans 
organizations, such as AMVETS Post 120 and The Two Grey Hills Veterans 
Organization.
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Research Assistants
Myka Autumn Curtis, Diné (Navajo Nation), is a current 3L at 
the University of New Mexico’s School of Law and serves as the Native 
American Law Student Association President. She attended the Pre-Law 
Summer Institute in 2022 and returned as a Summer Teaching Assistant 
for Legal Advocacy in 2023. Currently, Myka is the Student Articles Editor 
of the UNM’s Tribal Law Journal and works as a research assistant for the 
American Indian Law Center, Inc. She is passionate about helping Native 
American and Alaska Native students succeed in law school. 

Hunter Mallinger (he/him/his) is a member of the Nome Eskimo 
Community. During the summer of 2024, he was the TA for Federal Indian 
Law and Advocacy at PLSI and is currently an AILC Research Assistant 
for Professor Sherri Thomas. He is a 2L at Arizona State University, Sandra 
Day O’Connor College of Law, and the sitting Vice President of ASU NALSA. 
Before law school, he graduated from Fort Lewis College and worked for 
the State of Alaska. Hunter was born and raised in Alaska, spending each 
summer working, hunting and fishing in rural communities and villages like 
Elfin Cove, Galena, Nome and Council. Outside of the library, you’ll find him 
somewhere in the wilderness with his dog and best friend, Libby Riddles.

 
Mikaela Bledsoe Downes (Chickasaw/Winnebago) is a 2L 
at Arizona State University Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law. She 
attended PLSI in 2023 and was the Lead Teaching Assistant in 2024. 
Currently, she works as a research assistant for the American Indian Law 
Center and American Indian Policy Institute. Mikaela is an avid animal lover 
and has a cat named Mookie. When it comes to red or green, she picks 
Christmas. 

 
Amber M. Reano (Diné/Kewa Pueblo) is a research assistant and 
staff writer at the American Indian Law Center, Inc, and a third-year law 
student at the University of New Mexico School of Law. Prior to law school, 
she worked as a nonprofit professional at Big Brothers Big Sisters of CNM, 
Initiative for a Competitive Inner City, and First Nations Development Institute. 
Amber graduated with her B.A. in Public Health from Brown University in 
2016.
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Honoring Our Leaders

Early UNM Law School 
Leadership

Tom Christopher
Fred Hart
Hunter Geer

AILC DIRECTORS
Robert Bennett
Philip (Sam) Deloria
Nancy Tuthill
Helen Padilla
Rodina Cave Parnall

AILC ASSISTANT DIRECTORS
Woodrow (Woody) Sneed
Thelma Stiffarm
Nancy Tuthill
Heidi Nesbitt
Melanie Patten Fritzsche

PLSI (AND SSP) DIRECTORS
Philip (Sam) Deloria
Vincent Knight
Charles Blackwell
Phil Lujan
Bettie Rushing
Thomasine Ross
Lou Camp
Heidi Nesbitt
Rodina Cave Parnall

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
OF EARLY ORGANIZERS, 
PROFESSORS, AND 
SUPPORTERS

Mary Crume
Jerrold Walden
Ted Occhialino
Dave Vernon
Ted Parnall

From the Beginning



2024 Homecoming Celebration Sponsors 
Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors 

Turquoise Sponsors

 
Coral Sponsors

TICA
TRIBAL IN-HOUSE 
COUNSEL ASSOCIATION

Chestnut Law Offices, P.A.
Davis Kelin Law Firm LLC
Merrie Chappell Law P.C.
Native Nations Law & Policy Center
Navajo Tribal Utility Authority
Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & Savitch LLP
Rey-Bear McLaughlin, LLP

Singleton Schreiber
State Bar of New Mexico Indian Law Section
University of Utah, S.J. Quinney College of Law
Williamson Creative Agency



CLE Conference  

November 8, 2024
Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa  
Santa Ana Pueblo, New Mexico

All times are listed in Mountain Time. 

This course is approved by the Board of Bar Commissioners of 
the State Bar of New Mexico for 6 hours of credit, including 1.5 
ethics CLE credits.

Indigenizing Intellectual 
Property: Protection and 
Development 
1.5 CLE | 8:45 am-10:15 am
This panel will provide an overview of the basic concepts of 
intellectual property law (IP), including the differences between 
and protections offered by patents, trademarks, and copyrights. 
The panelists will focus on how IP protections can fall short of 
protecting current Indigenous intellectual properties that the 
Indian Arts and Crafts Acts’ latest proposed amendments in the 
Amendments to Respect Traditional Indigenous Skill and Talent 
(ARTIST) Act are trying to address. Additionally, the panel will 
provide observations and recommendations regarding the use 
of IP by Tribal nations to foster Native entrepreneurship and 
protect against IP infringement and appropriation of both sacred 
Indigenous knowledge and secular works. 

Carrie A. Frias, Partner, Patterson Ernhart Real 
Bird & Wilson LLP, Native Law Group

Sherri Nicole Thomas (Taos Pueblo), Professor & 
Assistant Director, Law Library, University of New 
Mexico School of Law 

Samantha T. Wauls (Lakota/Lower Brule Sioux Tribe), Committee Member, 
National Native American Bar Association’s Intellectual and Cultural Property 
Committee
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On Stage Professionalism and Mentorship
1.5 CLE [Professionalism] | 10:30 am-12:00 pm
Recent findings document the ongoing visibility issues Native Americans experience in the legal 
profession1. These findings stem in part from a lack of meaningful professional development 
and mentoring2. This panel seeks to respond to these findings through a demonstration of 
professionalism and mentorship on stage. Panelists, with a variety of experiences, will discuss 
various themes of professionalism from a range of perspectives. Professionalism themes will include 
but not be limited to maintaining objectivity, providing competent client representation, acting 
with competence, civility, and honesty, effective advocacy, promoting fairness, the public good, 
and the tension between client duties and duties to the court, and more. Panelists will specifically 
address mentorship, the benefits of mentorship, and obstacles to implementing mentorship, and 
offer practical insights on establishing and managing a mentorship relationship. Additionally, due 
to calls for more substantive mentoring opportunities from students, and new and older attorneys, 
attendees will be paired as potential mentors and mentees and will be guided by moderators in 
implementing the professionalism and mentorship themes discussed by the panelists3. By the end 
of the panel, attendees will understand what professionalism is and how it is used in the day-to-
day legal profession and will have had a mentorship experience that can be carried forward and 
repeated.

Moderator: Tierra Marks (Navajo Nation), Senior Associate, Barnhouse Keegan 
Solimon & West LLP

Lenny Powell (Hopland Band of Pomo Indians), Staff Attorney in the 
Washington, Native American Rights Fund

Christina West (Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes), Partner, Barnhouse Keegan 
Solimon & West LLP 

Heidi Todacheene (Navajo Nation), Senior Advisor to the Secretary, Office of 
the Secretary for the U.S. Department of the Interior

Alexander Mallory (Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska), Associate, Kilpatrick 
Townsend & Stockton LLP

1 Amber Reano, It Is Time to Recognize Native American Lawyers, American Bar Association (“ABA”) (Jan. 22, 2024) (citing ABA 
data finding out of 1.3 million active lawyers, “one-half of 1% (0.5%) were Native American in 2022 —nearly unchanged from 0.6% a 
decade earlier”) (“federal, state, and Tribal benches are still overwhelmingly non-Native.”); Matthew Fletcher, SCOTUS Hearing List for 
Tuesday’s Arguments + A Little Presidents’ Day Commentary – Turtle Talk (Feb. 21, 2022) (since 2001, “37 individual Indian or tribal par-
ties represented at oral argument in the Supreme Court. None of those parties were represented by an American Indian advocate. 
In only two cases did a women represent the Indian or tribe[.]”); Case Cep, Deb Haaland Confronts the History of the Federal Agency 
She Leads, New York Times (Apr. 29, 2024) (explaining Deb “Haaland became one of the first two Native women ever elected to 
Congress, along with Sharice Davids,” and is the first Native American Cabinet Secretary).
2 Excluded & Alone: Examining the Experiences of Native American Women in the Law and a Path Towards Equity, ABA 28 (2023).
3 Id. at 28-29 (finding individuals with varies points on “career trajectories and frustrated with still needing to be mentored and 
wanting to mentor at the same time. These groups expressed the desire to be mentors but were not plugged into network of poten-
tial mentees.” And, recommending as No. 7 to “[c]reate cross-generational mentoring circles” and substantive connections, which are 
“necessary for the long-term wellness and success of Native American women in the legal profession.” And, identifying as respon-
sive to study results and aimed at addressing barriers and challenges to legal practice, “panels . . . that ideally will include interactive 
breakout sessions to discuss the varied concerns of the participants.”).
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The Future of Tribal Courts – A Forum for 
Safety: TLOA, VAWA, or Nada 
1.5 CLE | 1:30 pm-3:00 pm
Tribal courts play a crucial role in maintaining the sovereignty, culture, and legal integrity of 
Indigenous Nations. Understanding their importance involves exploring various dimensions, including 
their historical context, jurisdiction, and contemporary challenges. During this panel, we will hear 
from judges and experts on the successes and challenges of implementing the Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA) and the Tribal Law and Order Act (TLOA) provisions to enhance jurisdiction. 
We will also discuss how we can work collectively to continue building the integrity of our court 
systems with the goal of providing healing and safety within our communities and avoiding 
unnecessary conflicts in achieving justice.

Matthew L.M. Fletcher (Grand Traverse Band), Harry Burns Hutchins 
Collegiate Professor of Law, Michigan Law; Judge, various tribal appellate 
courts

Roshanna K. Toya (Pueblo of Isleta), Attorney, Rothstein Donatelli

Judge Meredith Drent (Osage Nation of Oklahoma), Associate Judge, Tulalip 
Tribal Court

Josett Monette (Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians), Cabinet 
Secretary for the New Mexico Indian Affairs Department

Protecting the Sacred – Tools for Protecting 
Sacred Sites and Cultural Heritage Items
1.5 CLE | 3:15 pm-4:45 pm
Protecting sacred places and cultural heritage items is challenging because the United States’ laws 
often fail to protect lands, waters, other features of the natural landscape, and other items that are 
integral to traditional cultural practices and ways of life. The panel will explore the complexities of 
protecting sacred places and cultural heritage items by examining the shortcomings of federal law 
and discussing new tools such as the Safeguard Tribal Objects of Patrimony (STOP) Act.

Matthew Campbell (Native Village of Gambell), Deputy Director, Native 
American Rights Fund

Joaquin Gallegos (Jicarilla Apache Nation | Pueblo of Santa Ana), Advisor, 
Assistant Secretary of Indian Affairs

Aaron Sims (Pueblo of Acoma), Partner, Chestnut Law Offices, P.A



Presenter Biographies
Samantha T. Wauls (PLSI 2019) (Lakota/Lower Brule Sioux Tribe) works as 
a Legal Fellow for the Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians in Southern California 
and serves on the National Native American Bar Association’s Intellectual and 
Cultural Property Committee. Ms. Wauls completed a yearlong Entertainment 
Law & Policy Fellowship working at the Motion Picture Association and 
NBC Universal. As an Entertainment Law Fellow, she worked on a variety of 
copyright and trademark issues and performed extensive legal research 
on anti counterfeiting and anti piracy strategies to address large-scale 
copyright and trademark infringement. Prior to law school, Samantha was 

a consultant for the New Mexico Indian Affairs Department to help implement the Missing & 
Murdered Indigenous Women’s (MMIW) Task Force Act. She worked as a Project Manager for 
the National Center for Victims of Crime. She was also a teacher for her tribal community for two 
years. Samantha received her Bachelor of Arts in African American Studies from California State 
University, Northridge in 2011 and earned her Juris Doctor from the UNM School of Law in the fall 
of 2022 while active in NALSA and President of the Intellectual Property Society.

Carrie A. Frias is a partner of Patterson Ernhart Real Bird & Wilson LLP, 
Native Law Group. Her current practice focuses on Indian law, trademarks, 
copyrights, and issues of tribal jurisdiction. Recently, Carrie served as General 
Counsel for the Indian Affairs Department for the State of New Mexico. 
Previously, Carrie was Chief General Counsel for the Pueblo of Pojoaque 
where she was second chair in the Pueblo’s bad faith litigation against the 
State of New Mexico in federal court. Carrie also worked as an Associate 
for Anderson Indian Law. At Anderson Indian Law, Carrie lobbied on behalf 
of tribes in Washington D.C. and assisted in passing the tribal provisions in the 

VAWA Reauthorizations. Before relocating to Washington D.C., Carrie served as a prosecutor 
at the Hopi Tribe and the Pueblo of Laguna. Carrie also worked as a public defender and 
prosecutor for the State of New Mexico. She is passionate about defending the rights of Native 
women and children who are victims of crime.

Professor Sherri Nicole Thomas (PLSI TA 2003) serves as the Assistant 
Director of the Law Library for the University of New Mexico School of 
Law (UNMSOL). She provides presentations on diversity issues and other 
substantive areas of law, including Federal Indian, Tribal and Copyright Law. 
Additionally, she regularly teaches in the American Indian Law Center’s Pre-
Law Summer Institute (PLSI), aimed at preparing American Indian 
students for their law school experience. She has previously 
served as the Associate Dean of Institutional Culture and Equity 
at UNMSOL. Through that role, she has also served on the New 

Mexico Supreme Court Equity and Justice  Commission, as well as the University of 
New Mexico’s Liaisons in Equity and Advocacy for Diversity (LEAD) Council. Sherri is 
Black and an enrolled member at Taos Pueblo. She grew up on the Dine (Navajo) 
Reservation. Before graduating from the UNMSOL in 2005 with an Indian Law 
certificate, Sherri worked as the Information Manager for Environmental 
Risk Analysis, Inc., a bio-litigation consulting firm, and as a Database 
Specialist/Cataloger for Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrich & Rosati, PC.
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Tierra Marks (PLSI 2014) is a member of the Navajo Nation and is a first-
generation law graduate and lawyer. Tierra spent her early years on the 
Navajo Nation before she moved to a small town in southern Arizona, and then 
to the Big Island of Hawai’i. Tierra’s work at Barnhouse Keegan Solimon & West, 
LLP, ranges from complex litigation and discovery to employment, contract, 
and construction disputes, bid protests, land disputes, taxation matters, natural 
resources and environmental regulation, and sovereign immunity and tribal 
jurisdiction. Tierra litigates at trial and appellate levels in tribal, state, and federal 
courts, and administrative hearings. Tierra holds a JD Degree and a Certificate 

in Indian Law from the University of New Mexico School of Law and a BA in Ethnic Studies from the 
University of Colorado Boulder. Since graduating from law school, Tierra has served as an adjunct 
professor for the Tribal Law Journal and taught the Tribal Law Journal Seminar at the University of 
New Mexico School of Law.

Lenny Powell (PLSI 2013) is a Staff Attorney in the Washington, D.C. office of 
the Native American Rights Fund. He previously worked in the Appellate and 
Supreme Court and Native American Law practices of a major international 
law firm. Lenny advocates for tribal interests before state and federal courts 
throughout the country, including the U.S. Supreme Court. He is also an adjunct 
professor of federal Indian law at New York University School of Law. At the 
Supreme Court, Lenny has helped win six cases on the merits and successfully 
opposed dozens of petitions for certiorari. Before law school, Lenny was an 
elected leader of his federally recognized tribe—the Hopland Band of Pomo 

Indians. Lenny graduated from Harvard Law School, where he was an editor of the Harvard Law 
Review. He clerked for Judge Allison H. Eid of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit and 
Judge Beryl A. Howell of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.

Christina West is currently a partner at Barnhouse Keegan Solimon & West LLP 
and has over two decades of legal experience in private practice. As a member 
of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes and in honor of all that her ancestors 
endured and fought for, Christina values providing quality services to tribes, tribal 
members, tribal entities, and other clients in a wide range of matters. Christina 
has served as Chair of the Indian Law Section of the New Mexico Bar Association 
and Board President, Vice-President and Secretary for the Domestic Violence 
Resource Center. Christina holds a BA, cum laude, from the University of Tulsa. 
She holds a JD from the Arizona State University Sandra Day O’Connor College 

of Law, with a certificate in Federal Indian Law and distinctions for pro bono services. She is currently 
licensed in the Navajo Nation; New Mexico State Court; the U.S. District Court for the District of New 
Mexico, the U.S. Court of Federal Claims, and the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals.

Heidi Todacheene (PLSI 2012) is a citizen of Navajo Nation who serves as Senior 
Advisor to the Secretary and the Executive Director of the Secretary’s Tribal 
Advisory Committee (STAC) at the U.S. Department of the Interior. Previously, 
Heidi served as Legislative Counsel for Congresswoman Deb Haaland and 
Director of the Congressional Native American Caucus in the United States 
Congress. Previously, Heidi worked on intergovernmental affairs, economic 
development, and public safety issues on behalf of her Nation, served at the 
New Mexico Indian Affairs Department, and as a civil litigation attorney in 
Albuquerque. Heidi is the first in her family to attend law school and graduated 

from the University of New Mexico School of Law. She is licensed in New Mexico, Washington D.C., 
and the U.S. District Court for New Mexico. 
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Alexander Mallory (PLSI 2016) (Hakikóx Walu Piga—“makes his way”) 
(Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska) is an Associate at Kilpatrick Townsend 
& Stockton LLP. Before this, Alexander clerked for the Honorable Diane 
J. Humetewa at the U.S. District Court for the District of Arizona and for 
the Honorable Daniel H. Weiss at the U.S. Immigration Court through the 
Department of Justice Honors Program. He also clerked for the Honorable 
Paul Nihoul at the European Court of Justice in Luxembourg City, Luxembourg. 
He is a graduate of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and the Sandra 
Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University.  He is a 2016 PLSI 
alumnus.

Matthew L.M. Fletcher (PLSI Professor) is the Harry Burns Hutchins Collegiate 
Professor of Law at Michigan Law. He teaches and writes in the areas 
of federal Indian law, American Indian tribal law, Anishinaabe legal and 
political philosophy, constitutional law, federal courts, and legal ethics. He 
also sits as the chief justice of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians, the 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians, and the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewa Indians. He is a member of the Grand Traverse Band. He previously 
taught at the Michigan State University College of Law (2006 to 2022) and 
the University of North Dakota School of Law (2004 to 2006). He has been a 
visiting professor at the law schools at the University of Arizona; the University 

of California, Hastings; the University of Michigan; the University of Montana; and Stanford University. 
He is a frequent instructor at the Pre-Law Summer Institute for American Indian students.  

Roshanna K. Toya (PLSI 2016) is an enrolled member of the Pueblo of Isleta, 
where she was born, raised, and resides today. Roshanna earned her Juris 
Doctorate from the University of New Mexico. After graduating from law school, 
Roshanna went on to clerk for the New Mexico Court of Appeals and the U.S. 
District Court, District of New Mexico. Roshanna practices law in New Mexico 
and Arizona with the regional law firm Rothstein Donatelli in the areas of criminal 
defense, in the firm’s civil practice on behalf of plaintiffs, and in Indian law, 
including representing tribes in ICWA cases. Roshanna has been recognized as 
Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch® in America for her expertise in criminal defense 
and Native American Law. Roshanna has served her Pueblo as an associate 

justice for the Pueblo of Isleta Appellate Court since 2013. She also serves as a member of the New 
Mexico Board of Bar Examiners and as a member of the PLSI’s Judicial Clerkship Committee.

Justice Meredith Drent is a citizen of the Osage Nation of Oklahoma and 
a descendant of the Indigenous Chamorro (Chamoru) people of Guam. She 
obtained her B.A. from the University of California, Irvine and her J.D. with a 
certificate in Federal Indian Law from the Arizona State University Sandra Day 
O’Connor College of Law. Judge Drent has dedicated her legal education 
and twenty-year career to community-based services in tribal communities 
as expressions and exercises of tribal sovereignty. Prior to obtaining her legal 
education, she served as a court clerk for the Osage Nation Tribal Court, which 
fueled her interest in tribal justice and tribal court administration and operation. 
In May 2021, the Tulalip Tribes Board of Directors appointed Judge Drent to the 

Tulalip Tribal Court as part-time Associate Judge, and she transitioned to a full-time Associate Judge 
in November 2021. She is on the Board of Directors for the Northwest Tribal Court Judges Association 
and the National American Indian Court Judge’s Association. 



Josett Monette (PLSI 2012) is a member of the Turtle Mountain Band of 
Chippewa Indians. She currently serves as the Cabinet Secretary for the 
New Mexico Indian Affairs Department (IAD). Prior to joining IAD, Josett 
was the New Mexico Legal Aid Native American Program Director. Josett 
is an Adjunct Professor for the University of New Mexico School of Law 
National Native American Law Student Association (“NALSA”) Moot Court 
Team. She holds a JD, with a certificate in Indian Law from UNM School of 
Law, a M.Ed. in Educational Leadership, B.S.Ed. in Secondary Education – 
Social Sciences, and B.A. in (American) Indian Studies from the University of 
North Dakota.

Matthew Campbell (PLSI 2005) joined the Native American Rights Fund 
(NARF) as a staff attorney in March 2013 and became the Deputy Director 
in 2022. Prior to joining NARF, Matthew was an attorney with Cuddy 
& McCarthy, LLP, in New Mexico, and clerked for the Arizona Court of 
Appeals, Division One, with now-retired Judge Patrick Irvine in 2008. 
Matthew received his J.D. from the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law 
at Arizona State University in 2008 and his B.A. from Fort Lewis College. He 
is an enrolled member of the Native Village of Gambell on Saint Lawrence 
Island in Alaska.

Joaquin Gallegos (PLSI 2016) (Jicarilla Apache Nation | Pueblo of Santa 
Ana) serves as the Advisor to the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs. He 
recently served as a law clerk to Judge Allison H. Eid on the 10th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals. Previously, Joaquin served as a legislative staff attorney 
to the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe. He has also served as a legal fellow to 
former Senator Tom Udall on the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs and 
as a policy fellow to former Senator Byron Dorgan at the Aspen Institute. 
Joaquin graduated from the University of Denver Sturm College of Law, 
Pre-Law Summer Institute for American Indians and Alaska Natives, and 
the University of Colorado Denver.

Aaron Sims (PLSI 2011), a member of the Pueblo of Acoma, is a partner 
at the Chestnut Law Offices, P.A. in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Aaron 
joined the Chestnut Law Offices in 2014 after receiving a J.D. with an 
Indian Law Certificate from the University of New Mexico – School of 
Law. Prior to attending law school, Aaron graduated from Dartmouth 
College in 2009 with a B.A. in Government and Native American Studies. 
Currently, he serves as a member of AILC’s Board of Directors for and 
the Chamiza Foundation. Aaron’s practice focuses primarily on general 
counsel representation for Pueblo tribal governments and organizations. 
He has worked on a wide range of Indian legal issues including 
intergovernmental relations, environmental issues, tribal economic 

development, and water rights. Aaron has worked extensively on and 
is especially interested in the protection of Pueblo cultural resources, 
including the preservation of sacred sites and the repatriation of sacred 
items.



Celebration Dinner

FRIDAY November 8, 2024 

5:30 pm Reception 
7:00 pm Dinner
Our celebration dinner will include stories from 
students and alumni, updates from the board and 
executive director, awards and recognition, scholarship 
announcements, and our keynote speaker. Join us!

WELCOME
DINNER
AILC UPDATES
SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS
STUDENT VOICES
SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

 
Ann Marie Bledsoe Downes currently serves as the 
Principal Deputy Solicitor at the Department of the 
Interior and joined the Biden-Harris Administration 
in January 2021 as the Deputy Solicitor for Indian 
Affairs. Prior to these roles she served as the 
Executive Vice President of Community Impact 
and Engagement at Ho-Chunk, Inc. She also served 
as the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and 
Economic Development for Indian Affairs at Interior 
and as Interim Director of the Bureau of Indian 
Education during the Obama Administration. She 
has also held positions as Executive Director of the 
Indian Legal Program at ASU, President of Little 
Priest Tribal College and as Tribal Affairs Advisor for 
the Governor of Arizona. She received a B.A. from 
Wayne State College and a J.D. from Arizona 
State University Sandra Day O’Connor College 
of Law. She is an enrolled member of the 
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska. Ann Marie Bledsoe Downes 

 Principal Deputy Solicitor

Master of Ceremonies
Kyle T. Nayback  
PLSI Class of 1993, TA 1994
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2024 Homecoming Planning Committee

 

Thank you! 

Jordan Oglesby (Navajo 
Nation) (PLSI 2017, TA 2018) 
Mixer, Activity & Silent 
Auction Chair

David Adams (Sault 
St. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians) 
(PLSI 2007)

Doreen Nanibaa McPaul 
(Navajo Nation)   
(PLSI 1998, TA 1999) 
CLE & Dinner Co-Chair

Kate Rosier (Comanche) 
(PLSI 1995)  
CLE & Dinner Co-Chair

Brooke Pinkham 
(Niimipuu) (PLSI 2004)

Concetta Tsosie de 
Haro (Navajo Nation) 
(PLSI 2013, TA 2014)

Neomi M. Gilmore  
(Nooda’i dine) (PLSI 
2010)

Dallas Lopez  
Gila River Indian 
Community  
(PLSI 2018)

 
General Homecoming Members (see photos in speaker section)

Tierra Marks  
(Navajo Nation)  
(PLSI 2014)

Josett D. Monette 
(Turtle Mountain Band 
of Chippewa Indians) 
(PLSI 2012, TA 2013)

Alexander Mallory 
(Hakikóx Walu Piga—
“makes his way”) 
(Winnebago Tribe of 
Nebraska) (PLSI 2016)

Samantha Wauls 
(Lakota/Lower Brule 
Sioux Tribe) (PLSI 2019)

Carrie Frias 

Aaron Sims  
(Pueblo of Acoma)  
(PLSI 2011) 

Matthew Campbell 
(Native Village of 
Gambell)  
(PLSI 2005, TA 2006)

Sherri N. Thomas 
(Taos Pueblo)  
(PLSI TA 2003)

Kyle T. Nayback  
(Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians) 
 (PLSI 1993, TA 2004)



PLSI Homecoming Celebration

American Indian Law Center | www. ailc-inc.com

Brief Filing DayPLSI 2013 Group

Library, PLSI 2024 Preston Sanchez (PLSI 2007) and Chris 
White (PLSI 2020)

Gloria V-W and John Lavelle Kat Campbell and Kate Rosier at 
the 55th Anniversary Celebration

Capture a great 
homecoming 

moment? Share 
it on socials with 

#PLSIHoco! 
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AAss  aa  mmaajjoorriittyy  nnaattiivvee--oowwnneedd  llaaww  
ffiirrmm,, WWee  ttaakkee  pprriiddee  iinn  sseerrvviinngg  ttrriibbeess  

aanndd  tthheeiirr  ccoommmmuunniittiieess..

We are dedicated tribal advocates committed to:
Promoting economic development 
Trademark and copyright registration 
Safeguarding tribal water rights and 
Advancing the sovereignty and jurisdiction 
of tribal nations

nativelawgroup.com | (303) 926-5292
COLORADO | WASHINGTON, DC | NORTH DAKOTA | WISCONSIN | SANTA FE

Donations made 
 in memory of:

 
Alan Taradash 
PLSI Supporter

 
Mark McFeeley  
Early Teaching Assistant 

 
Robert Todd Laurence  
Beloved PLSI Professor
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PLSI Professors
The American Indian Law Center, Inc. did its very best to identify all of the professors, especially for the 
early years of the program, but we have incomplete information for 1967 through 1974. We welcome 
your help in providing an accurate and complete list. Please contact AILCinfo@law.unm.edu with any 
information that will assist us. PLSI was not funded in 1986 and 1987. 

1967-1974
Ted Parnall
Ted Occhialino
Jerry Hoffman
Jerrold Walden
Dave Vernon
Whitmore Gray
Leo Kanowitz
Philip (Sam) Deloria
James W. Smith
1975
Rick Collins
Joseph Goldberg
Fred Ragsdale
Rennard Strickland
Jerrold Walden
1976
Rennard Strickland
Jerrold Walden
Ted Occhialino
1977
Robert Laurence
Ted Occhialino
Fred Ragsdale
Robert Schwartz
1978
Ralph Johnson
Gary Kelder
Ted Occhialino
1979
Ted Occhialino
Gary Kelder
Garrett Flickinger
Robert Laurence
1980
Douglas Endreson
Henry Ramsey
Parker Sando
Earl J. Waits
1981
Gary Kelder
Bob Laurence
Ted Occhialino
Joan Waters

1982
Garrett Flickinger
Ted Occhialino
Carol Oppenheimer
Fred Ragsdale
1983
Ned Anderson
Fred Hart
Ted Occhialino
Fred Ragsdale
Robert Schwartz
1984
Daan Braveman
W. Garrett Flickinger
Ted Occhialino
Alan Paterson
Fred Ragsdale
1985
Doug Endreson
Richard Goldsmith
Robert Laurence
Ted Occhialino
Fred Ragsdale
1988
Robert Laurence
Ted Occhialino
Fred Ragsdale
Rob Schwartz
Jeanette Wolfley
1989
W. Garrett Flickinger
Kevin Gover
Gary Kelder
Robert Laurence
Ted Occhialino
1990
Barbara Bergman
Michael Browde
Placido Gomez
Nell Newton
Ted Occhialino
1991
Placido Gomez
Jennifer Davis Hall

Nell Newton
Ted Occhialino
Alex Skibine
1992
Barbara Bergman
Robert Clinton
Placido Gomez
Robert Laurence
Ted Occhialino
1993
Barbara Bergman
Mary Jo Brooks
Jennifer Davis Hall
Nell Newton
Ted Occhialino
1994
Barbara Bergman
Robert Clinton
Nell Newton
Ted Occhialino
Maureen Sanders
Jana Walker
1995
Barbara Bergman
Kitty Moss
Ted Occhialino
Frank Pommersheim
Scott Taylor
1996
Robert Clinton
Placido Gomez
Donna Goldsmith
Nell Newton
Ted Occhialino
1997
Chris Behling
Jennifer Hall
Scott Taylor
Rebecca Tsosie
Denise Wiyaka
1998
Barbara Bergman
John LaVelle
Robert Laurence

Ted Occhialino
G. William Rice
1999
Barbara Bergman
John LaVelle
Ted Occhialino
Melissa Tatum
Rebecca Tsosie
2000
Jennifer Davis Hall
John LaVelle
Ted Occhialino
Frank Pommersheim
Roberta Price
2001
Toby Grossman
John LaVelle
Stacy Leeds
Raquel Montoya-Lewis
G. William Rice
2002
Barbara Bergman
John LaVelle
Stacy Leeds
Melissa Stephenson
Rebecca Tsosie
2003
John LaVelle
Raquel Montoya-Lewis
Stewart Paley
Melissa Stephenson
Melissa Tatum
2004
Bethany Berger
Barbara Blumenfeld
John LaVelle
Rebecca Tsosie
Clark Varnell
2005
Barbara Blumenfeld
Matthew Fletcher
John LaVelle
Stewart Paley
Clement Rogers
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2006
Barbara Blumenfeld
Kevin Gover
John LaVelle
Rebecca Tsosie
Clark Varnell
2007
Barbara Blumenfeld
Placido Gomez
John LaVelle
Stewart Paley
Rebecca Tsosie
2008
Cynthia Aragon
Stanaland
Barbara Blumenfeld
John LaVelle
Rob Schwartz
Rebecca Tsosie
2009
Barbara Blumenfeld
Placido Gomez
John LaVelle
Michael O’Connor
Frank Pommersheim
2010
Michael Oeser
Matthew Fletcher
Rebecca Tsosie

Angelique
EagleWoman
Maymangwa Flying 

Earth
2011
Rodina Cave
Placido Gomez
Francine Hatch
John LaVelle
Georgene Louis
2012
Barbara Blumenfeld
Angelique
EagleWoman
John LaVelle
Francine Jaramillo
G. William Rice
2013
Barbara Blumenfeld
Placido Gomez
John LaVelle
Francine Jaramillo
Rebecca Tsosie
2014
Barbara Blumenfeld
Angelique
EagleWoman
Georgene Louis
G. William Rice

Barry Vickrey
2015
Barbara Blumenfeld
Darcy Bushnell
Matthew Fletcher
Stewart Paley
Wenona Singel
2016
Barbara Blumenfeld
Darcy Bushnell
Placido Gomez
Michael O’Connor
Rodina Cave Parnall
2017
Barbara Blumenfeld
Darcy Bushnell
Palcido Gomez
Stewart Paley
Rebecca Tsosie
2018
Darcy Bushnell
Wendy Hess
Robert Clinton
Matthew Fletcher
Wenona Singel
2019
Kip Boboroff
Grant Christensen
Frank Pommersheim

Darcy Bushnell
Sherri Thomas
2020 PLOS
Grant Christensen
Wendy Hess
Michael McKey
Carol Suzuki
2021 PLOS
Matthew Fletcher
Angelique EagleWoman
Sherri Thomas
Neoshia Roemer
2022
Grant Christensen
Wendy Hess
Melissa Tatum
Marilyn Trefz
Heather Whiteman
Runs Him
2023
Grant Christensen              
Elizabeth Elia
Neoshia Roemer               
Sherri Thomas          
2024
Adrian Oglesby
Stephanie Russo Baca
Carol Suzuki
Sherri Thomas

We are the

Personal Injury Law Firm
in New Mexico!

LARGEST
and Most Highly Reviewed 

visit hurtcallbert.com/attorney-careers



PLSI Homecoming Celebration

Sam Deloria, Valerie Davidson & Judge Abby 
Abinanti at the 55th Anniversary Celebration

Sherri Thomas TA

Archival Photo 55th Event, Lauren, Danielle, Shaniya, Alma, 
Sherri, and Rodina

PLSI 2009 PLSI 2013

Thank you  UNM School of Law  
Law and Indigenous Peoples Program for 
your support and Silver Sponsorship!
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Thank you for your 
support &  
Gold Sponsorship

 
Hobbs Straus Dean & Walker 
Annual Award Student 
Recipients

2024 - Gabriella Blatt
2023 - Eli Langley
2022 - Kuk James
2021 - Shania Kee
2020 - Tim Devine
2019 - Hilary Edwards
2018 - Navalyn Platero
2017 - Cole Bauman
2016 - DesiRae Deschine
2015 - John Morseau

Congratulations!

Sonosky Annual Award  
Student Recipients 

2024 -  Elizebeth Olson
2023 -  Monique Tsosie
2022 -  Shundeen Martinez
2021 -  Clayton Kinsey
2020 -  Alyssa Sanderson

2019 -  Cierra Moore
2018 -  Christina McDonogh
2017 -  Janet Bill
2016 -  Roshanna Toya
2015 -  Shannon Nakamoto
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PLSI Participants
The American Indian Law Center, Inc. did its very best to identify all of the Special Scholarship 
and Pre-Law Summer Institute students over the past 57 years, but we do not have complete 
information. We welcome your help in providing an accurate and complete list of our alumni. 
Please contact AILCinfo@law.unm.edu if you have any corrections or more information.

Class of 1967
Leonard George 

BearKing
Ernest Coriz
John E. Echohawk
Albert Howard Harvey
Vincent Knight
Delfin J. Lovato
William Luepp
Ronald Lujan
Vernon Masayesva
Robert Dzjone Melvin
Franklin Roberts
Louis Rogers
Leslie Chapman Marmon 

Silko
Alberta Velarde
Edward Watasilo
Clarence Weahkee
Class of 1968
Charles W. Blackwell
Gerald Leroy Brown
Walter Echo-Hawk
Benjamin Hanley
David B. Holian
Yvonne Knight
Leo LaClair
Sidney Lewis
Douglas R. Nash
Terry Lee Pechota
Leland James Pond
Lester Sandoval
Cletis Don 

Satepauhoodle
Martin E. Seneca
Jimmy Shorty
Class of 1969
Tom Becenti
Raymond Bobb
Johnny Lee Chaves
Darrell W. Collins
Raymond Emory
Thomas W. Fredericks

Mario Gonzalez
George V. Goodwin
Ronald A. Hodge
Angelo M. John
Steve P. Johnson
Ralph F. Keen
Gerald E. Kie
Garry Niles Kimble
Philip Anthony LaCourse
Enoch LaPointe
Dwaine LeBeau
Rodney Blaine Lewis
Arnold Locklear
Horace Locklear
William Arthur Moles
Francisco “Frank” Olguin
John Phillip Olguin
Alan Richard Parker
Larayne M. Parrish
James Claude Rowland
Osley B. Saunooke
Crosslin F. Smith
John Robert St. Clair
Charlene Tapahe 

Herrera
Richard Trudell
Floyd Westerman
Stanley J. Zuni
Class of 1970
Abby K. Abinanti
Ned Anderson
Tabitha N. Armstrong
Gordon Belcourt
Robert Stewart Claw
Doctor Robert Crants
Larry J. Echohawk
Lucille A. Echohawk
Jay O. Fletcher
John W. Fritz
Perry Garnenez
Charles Gordon Geboe
Michael Jerome Gorospe
Jerry Lee Hamilton
Amon Harjo

William G. Harris
Agnes D. Holm
Betty Jo Hunt
Charles Hustito
M. Franklin Keel
Franklin Wayne LaFave
Gerald Perry La Fountain
Frank S. LaFountaine
Barbara J. (Webb) Larson
Patrick Albert Lee
Francis R. Martin
Joseph Daniel Mitchell
Edward L. Munson
Tom G. Nelford
John D. Niemisto
Henry Ward Oxendine
Victor Ray Palmer
Michael Ragsdale
Fred Ragsdale
Norman M. Ration
William Roy Rhodes
Mary Spotted Wolfe
Thelma J. Stiffarm
James H. Taylor
Veronica Tiller
Robert Vasquez
Robert Walters
Dennis Ray White
Class of 1971
Marvin Amiotte
Claudean Bates Arthur
Urban Bear Don’t Walk
Chester (Tafoya) Blue Sky
Francis Lee Brown
Terrence Bruner
Donald Bullard
William Byrnham
Edward Cowboy Carlisle
John Charloe
Genevieve K. Chato
Amelia Coleman
Ada Deer
Louis Denetsosie
William H. Draper

David Durham
Phyllis B. Esplain
Robert A. Fairbanks
Harold (Skip) R. Finn
Ray D. Folsom
Jerry R. (Bird) Birdsbill 

Ford
Roy Robert Gann
Reynold Vern Harrison
Virgil D. Hauff
Dennis Reid Hoptowit
John Wesley Hunt
Robert S. Jennings
Charley John
Fred Earl Johnson
Oran Greer LaPointe
Joseph D. Little
Philip D. Lujan
James C. Martin
Marie Anne McLaughlin
Hanken
Warren W. Means
Johnny B. Narcho
Mary (Marie) Neswood
Josephine D. Neuman
Ryland L. Rivas
Michael R. Rogers
Milford Merle Sanderson
Barbara Gayle Schlueter
Gary L. Thomas
Earl J. Waits
Barbara J. Walkingstick
David C. Ward
Roger Williams
John Yazzie
Class of 1972
Philip Allison
Cynthia Akin
Sharon Monta Blackwell
James T. Branam
James Brown
William C. Bruguier
Peter Cannon
John A. Chapela
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PLSI Participants
John L. Coons
Joseph Lawrence 

Corbine
Hubert G. Denny
Sharon Eads
Raymond Endfield
Frances Fisk
Jody N. Folwell
Mary Louise Haman
Kathryn Harris Tijerina
Theodore A. Herrera
James Hofbauer
Orville G. Hood
Dwight William Johnson
Joseph Kabance
Robert LaFountain
Wilton Littlechild
John W. Manning
Hilda Manuel
Leonard Menka
Gary Pitchlynn
Creighton L. Robinson
John M. Roebuck
Michael F. Smith
Milton Gene Summers
Claude V. Sumner
Vern C. Vallie
Ramon Villagomez
Stephen (Steve) Wall
Leonard Watchman
Arlene West
Wayne M. Whiteface
Jeanne S. Whiteing
Herbert (Herb) Yazzie
Nathan Young
Class of 1973
Cynthia Lee Aken
Bruce Gordon Allen
Alice M.W. Bathke
Edgar Blatchford
Raymond Boyd
Harry Buckanaga
Denny T. Cheatham
Charles Chibitty
Beverly J. Coho
Helga Eakon
Glen L. Gritts
Darrell C. Haddon

Carole Anne Hart
Gerald “Jerry” LeRoy Hill
Lawrence Isaac, Jr.
Gene H. Joseph
Alfred Lindbergh
Anthony F. Little
Arthur J. Maillet
Edmund Many Deeds
Robert Cleveland Matz
Ernest Gilbert Patnaude
Mary Linda Jordon 

Pearson
Steve Lanier Pensoneau
EuGene Michael Potack
Kenneth (Wakpa) 

Provost
Patricia Ann Quirk
David J. Ricketts
Bettie J. Rushing
Timothy A. Sarracino
Dagmar (Thorpe) Seeley
Alexander Tallchief 

Skibine
Ronald J. Solimon
Norman E. Staton
Marvin E. Stepson
Amos M. Tripp
Ronald J. Vallie
Charles Anthony Van 

Pelt
James D. Wadley
Douglas Wilbur
Susan Linda Work
Class of 1974
Ella Anagick
Duane T. Bird Bear
David C. Bonga
James Breiler
Janet Hale Campbell
Wayne A. Fields
Tonia B. Garcia
Thomas Garrow
Bernard J. Goldman
LeRoy R. Greaves
Albert Austin Hale
Frank V. Hale
Warren Heisler
Barbara Jo Hoosman

Janet Kay Howell
Albert M. Kookesh
Timothy Allan LaFrance
Patricia Martinez
Robert George McCoy
Georgia Ellen Not Afraid
John Powless
Kathleen M. Rigler
Andrew Roberts
Kurt Van Roberts
Frank Ryan
Parker T. Sando
James Schlender
George A. Shannon
George T. Skibine
Sarah Colleen Sotomish
Anthony L. Strong
Joel Thompson
William Arthur Thorne
Carol Vigil
Jasper H. Washa
Philbert Watahomigie
Herbert C. 

Westmoreland
Class of 1975
Thomas Raul Acevedo
Patrick M. Anderson
James Judson Benham
Audie Jacqueline Cross
Paul William Day
Tom Echohawk
Daniel L. Falcon
Vance Gillette
Douglas Hutchinson
Gordon Keshena
Elmer Lincoln
James Martin
James McKay
Judy Meggesto
Maria Mendoza
Eric Morrison
Thomas Narcomey
Elvis Nelson
Steven Roche
Michael Petoskey
Jimmy Sam
Francis Skenandore
Carole Street

Joseph Suina
Dennis Sutter
Allan Ray Toledo
Lorraine Traynor
Nancy Tuthill
Allan Wallace
Larry Yazzie
Tony Yellowhair
Class of 1976
Vaughn Aldrich
William Anderson
Ruth Bayhylle
John Bushman
Liana Champagne
Carol Connor
Jerry Cordova
Richard Dauphinais
Bruce Davies
Jerilyn Decoteau
Patricia Dixon
Lorraine Edmo
Stephen Fuller
Kirk Garcia
Mark Jennings
Rita Keshena
Eugene Madrigal
Fred Matsuno
Alan Miller
Michael Palmer
John Petoskey
David Redhorse
Leslie Reynolds
Mary (Jane) Risling
Nancy Stamm
Geoffrey Standing Bear
Dale White
Ted M. Williams
Barbara Wright
Class of 1977
David Abeyta
James Ahtone
Brenda Jo (Peterson) 

Bellonger
Richard Branam
Donald Bruce
Gladys Bruce
Phyllis Burris



Thank you for your support 
& Silver Sponsorship!

Thank you for your support & 
Silver Sponsorship!
The New Mexico Indian Bar Association has 
reorganized as a New Mexico non-profit with a 
purpose to foster and support Native attorneys 
and law students who aspire to become lawyers, 
in addition to supporting tribal governments who 
strive to use best practices in the efficient and 
effective administration of government affairs. 
Thank you to the AILC for helping trail blaze the 
path forward in achieving these important goals.

Thank you for  
your support &  
Silver Sponsorship!
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PLSI Participants
Ben Burshia
Elizabeth Butler
Bruce Cannon
Dennis Chappibitty
Bernice Delorme
William Gardner
Theresa Ann Gomez
Ray Hatton
Robert Holden
Jim James
Rosalie Jaramillo
Robert Kittecon
Donald Kittson
Eldon McCabe
Beth McCallister
Bernice Muskrat
Frank Petersen
Lloyd Pinkham
Ronald Pruner
Barbara Rath
Mary Rhoades
Gary Ricketts
Raymond Rodgers
Thomasine Ross
Brenda Sanders
Maria Tenorio
Randall Tulee
David Vann
Mark Waukchen
Gordon Webb
Edward Welsh
David Williams
Class of 1978
Ethel Abeita
Marlyce Arechigo
Warren Austin
David Bray
Henry Buffalo
Donna Chavez-Parra
Marny Corbin
Raymond Deperry
Lorene Ferguson
Raymond Fougnier
Robert Frazier
Robert Gardner
Albert Goldsmith-Jones
Nina Gopher
Kevin Gover
Marlyce Ince

Quentin Jones
Jordan Tina
Gary Kodaseet
Gary LaRance
Thomas LeClaire
Fred Lewis
Betty Neff
Alan Neimeyer
Peggy-Ann Nelson
Donald Pagos
Christine Parker
Andrew Pyatskowit
Elsie Redd
Faith Roessel
Beverly Rowlett
Vicente Seman
Elizabeth Singleton
Linda St. Claire
Michael Swallow
Jonathan Toledo
Priscilla Wilfahrt
Linda Wilson
Class of 1979
Rose-Marie Bahe
Donna Bradley
Patricia Brzezinski
Virgie Casker
Frank Cerno
John Chamberlin
Debbie Chaves
Jon Contway
Ronald Davis
Daniel Decker
Ronald Eagleye Johnny
Jack Fiander
Nancy Herrera
James Howell
Candy Jackson
Patricia Diane Johnson
Laurentino Lallio
Betty Maguire
Wynema Morris
Woodrow Morrison
Perry Nelson
Michael Parker
Brian Parry
Rae Schneider
Gail Small
Mark Stuart

Edward Suina
Michael Upshaw
Margaret Walsh
Jeanette Wolfley
Robert Yazzie
Diane Zephier
Russell Zephier
Christine Zuni Cruz
Class of 1980
Linda Anglin
Charlotte Armstrong
Raymond Austin
Julianne Barnes
Gregory Bell
Diane Bird
Karen Bova Foster
Elouise Chicharello
Tonya Connella
Colleen Dufour-Baird
Cecelia Gallerito
Dorothy Goeman
Linda Gourd
Etta Guite
Roger Herrod
Ted Hibbeler
Delight Honahni
Sharon (Cornelius) House
Frances Jue
Marianna Kahn
Tonya Keith-Gonnella
Willardene Lewis
Linda Lowe
Sandra Lucas
Cecilia Marden
Sherman Marshall
Beverly May
Terence McKay
Robin Mills
Michael Moore
Terry Mason Moore
La Neal Pewewardy
Elaine Smith
Tony Summers
Frank Talker
Charlotte Thetford
Steve Titla
David Yepa

Class of 1981
Michael Anderson
Victor Antone
Catherine Aragon
Sharon Bordeaux
Mabel Chambers
Michael Day
Jeffrey DeCora
Ronald Eggers
Connie Garcia
Lorrie Garrow
Roberta Haines
Tadd Johnson
Cynthia Lindquist
William Madrigal
Rodney Mathews
Melody McCoy
Larry Nez
Ramona Nez
Erma Nordstrom-

Vizenor
Carol (Perry) Retasket
Melvin Stoof
Roy Taylor
Darrell Thomas
Judith Tuthill-Bodo
Kimberly Vele
Laura Watchempino
Joan Waters
John Weston
Celeste Whitewolf
Melody Williams
Class of 1982
Elaine Allery
Mona Bearskin
Pearl Bertrand
Charles Brown
Michael Caesar
Gloria Collins
Martin Avery
Frank Fairbanks
Ronald Hall
Al Harris
Ronald Haven
Ida Hildebrand
Shirley Jacobson
David Johnson
Thomas Macken
Louis Madrigal
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PLSI Participants
Donald Martinez
Yvonne Misiaszek
Lorretta Nez
Carol Oppenheimer
Clyde Peacock
Manuel Pino
Stanislaus Pino
Elsie Red Bird
James Schanandore
Susan Sexton
Kathleen Simpson
Wilbert Tsosie
Susan Valle
Henry Ware
Roger Wiley
Roberta Wilson
Class of 1983
Lee Bergen
Marlene Burgess
Viola Burnette
Timothy David Eisenberg
Linus Everling
Michelle Fourroux 

Cooper
JoAnne Funmaker-

Jones
Rafael Gonzales
Lester Hanson
Al Harris
Glenna Hayes-Long
Karen Holm
Sharon Jenkins-Harrison
Robert Kinney
Murry Lee
Arvo Mikkanen
Elliott Moffett
Harold Monteau
Verlin Hughes Perry-
DeerinWater
Agnes Pete-Griffith
Susan Power
George Robinson
Marcus Sekayouma
Debra Shopteese
Jennifer Skeet
Joan Steele
John Thompson
Class of 1984

Eric Antoine
Karen Atkinson
Cindy Babby-Smith
Rosalie (Lisa) Chavez
Cheri (Smith) Em
Cheryl Fairbanks
Leonard Foster
Patrick Gomez
Billy Jo Howerton
Jack Jackson
Michael Johnson
Ferris Joseph
Bruce Keizer
George Krepps
Stanford Lalio
Omar Lane
Geneva Lofton
Sarah Platero-Foster
Cindy Turcotte
Jana Walker
Kelly Whitford
Class of 1985
Carolyn Abeita
Shirley Cain
Denise Chee Zuni
Vincent Craig
Darrell Drapeau
Douglas Dry
Joyce Dunning
Deanne Fairbanks
Max Fairchild
Jo-Lynn Gentry-Lewis
Danielle Huddleston
Roberta Joe
Cathy John Begay
Robert Jones-Lyttle
Lawrence LaFountain
Angela Martinez
Richard Monette
George Morrison
Virginia Phillips
Joseph Renville
Charles Robertson
David Romero
Lynn Sicade
Cynthia Walsh
David Whitehorse-

Klauser

Samuel Winder
Classes 1986 and 1987 
were not funded. 

Class of 1988
Raelene Butler
El Marie Conklin
Jerry Derrick
Dorothy Fire Cloud
Jean Gamache
Karl Gillson
Francine Hall
Tamsen Holm
Susan Hopkins
James Kawahara
Heather Kendall-Miller
Teresa Lewis
Patrick Mayotte-

Whirlingcloud
Rachel Moses
Jane Powless
Robert Schuyler
Tim Simmons
Geraldine Smith
Rose Marie Tecumseh-

Cristobal
Loretta Tuell
Class of 1989
David Christensen
Candace (Coury) Des 

Armo
Felicia Felix Fox
Patricia Garvey
Patricia Gordon
John Haupt
Patricia (Tish) Keahna
Rene Mills
Rolf Nabahe
Mary Pavel
Robert Perreten
Teresa (Teri) Poust
Joseph Provost
Mary Shirley
Joseph Skenandore
Francis Totsoni
Leonard Tsosie
Elizabeth Wells
Class of 1990

Tim Analla
Paul Arbuckle
Shenan R. Atcitty
Linda Auger-Peoples
Angelita Benally
Trudy Flamand-Miller
John Gates
Lisa Gover
Mary Guthrie
Terri Henry
Sally Hernandez
Kathleen Hill
Anita Jackson
Shirley Leckman
Anita Lewis Jackson
Kimberly Martus
Butch O’Neal
Lisa Otipoby Herbert
Jacqueline Rashleger
Thurman Robinson
Kevin Washburn
Carolyn Wilson
Class of 1991
Aleta Barnes-Runnels
Janie Clay
Ann Marie Downes
Sharon Eluska
Raymond Etcitty
Heather (Call) Fuller
John Gonzales
Christopher Harrington
Vickie Hykes-Steere
Charles Jokosa
Tracey LeBeau
Duane Lee
Elmore Limberhand
Jim Middleton
Larry Paden
Terrence Padilla
Moraino Patencio
J.P. Patt
J. Eric Reed
Scott Sufficool
Kimberly Teehee
Adele Tohdacheeny
Mary Villegas
Class of 1992
Susan Allen
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PLSI Homecoming Celebration

American Indian Law Center | www. ailc-inc.com

PLSI 2023 with Judge Canby 2012 Teaching Assistants

Kateri Eisenberg (PLSI 2018), David Eisenberg 
(PLSI 1983) and Sherri Thomas (PLSI TA and Prof.)

Career Panel at PLSI 2024

GVW Group at PLSI 2024 Denise and Heather, PLSI 1999

Capture a great 
homecoming 

moment? Share 
it on socials with 

#PLSIHoco! 
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PLSI Participants by Class Year
Stephanie Birdwell
Faith Pemberton Castles
Steffani Cochran
Lorenzo Curley
Gary Dodge
Michelle Dotson
Gary DuBois
Dennis Fitzpatrick
Melanie Patten Fritzsche
Jennifer Giff
Lewis (Buddy) Gwin
Diane Herne
Christopher Karns
Aileen Kuska-Romero
Curtis Lawrence
John Macarro
Rosemary Maestas-

Swazo
Clifford (Lyle) Marshall
Rolando McAllen-Walker
Raquel Montoya-Lewis
Wilson Pipestem
Kurt Ressler
Ronald Rosier
Patricia Sekaquaptewa
Fawn Sharp
Patrick Solomon
Eileen Strejc
Mitchell Wright
Terri Yellowhammer
Class of 1993
Christopher Abeita
Cynthia Aragon 

Stanaland
Frieda (Swift) Battise
Karen Bernally
Kristina John Briscoe
Patricia Cross Mattingly
Cher (Desjarlais) Stewart
William Fletcher
John Harte
Melinda Jacquez-Hardy
Grant Jonathan
Sampson Martinez
Todd Matha
James Muneta
Viola Nave-St. Clair
Kyle Nayback

Aliza Organick
Sara Robinson
Robert Rosette
Anthony Scalese
Pam Sewell
Shawn Tacey
Donivan Craig Tingle
Bill Tinker
James Tinker
Paul Ward
Class of 1994
Todd Araujo
Laura Brooks
Louis (Bear) Christensen
Alicia Duncan Gassman
Stephanie Erickson
William Falling
Shannon Fixico
Bernice Galloway
Geraldine Hale
Jessica Kachur
Martha King
Anthony Lee
Anthony Mancilla
Shirley Munson
Sharon (Decker) Noel
David Olson
Helen Padilla
Keri Paniagua
Scott Printup
Ken Southerland
Naomi Stacy
Karen Thomas
Brian Vigue
Leslie White Temple-

Gipp
Daniel Winkelman
Class of 1995
Nelsonja Bastian
Alida Betts
Diane Cabrera
Lydia Camacho-

Romisher
Leslie Cohan
Valerie Davidson (David)
Warren Denetsosie
Denise Dowdell
Galen Eagle Bull

Michelle Greendeer-
Rave

Douglas Huck
Kevin Joice
Jaeleen Kookesh-Araujo
Devon (Lee) Lomayesva
Darwin LongFox
Mercedes (Macy) Martin
Carl McGehee
Loris Minkler-Taylor
Brent Moore
Travis Nabahe
Michael Oeser
Clement Rogers
Kathlene (Kate) Rosier
Angela Russell
Stella (Saunders) Scott
Terry O. Silk
Melinda Silk
John Swimmer
Brenda Toineeta 

Pipestem
Maxine Velasquez
Darlene Watchman
George (Stan) Wolfe
Janet Yazzie
Eric Youngblood
Class of 1996
John Bathke
Veronica Blackhat
Michelle Brown-Yazzie
Jennifer Cesar
Jonodev Chaudhuri
Rebecca Goebel
Naomi Harjo
Trina Hart
Angela Hill
Connie Huntsman
Tammi Lambert
Donald (Del) Laverdure
Frankie Lee
Ernie Lister
Jose Vicente (Vince) 

Lujan
Nicholas Mendoza
Duane Peterson
Cassie (Temple) 

Thogersen

Cindy Thomas
Lynn Trujillo
Philbert Turvin
Timothy Yazzie
Class of 1997
Shawn Attakai
Bidtah Becker
Gerad Boyer
Wayne Cadman
Claire Charlo
Anthony Clark
Leona Colegrove Green
Tammie Curtis
Alisha Dahlberg
Todd Gravelle
Marshalene Last Star
John Orie
George Owletuck
Myra Parker
Maria Perez Avilez
Darren Pete
Jessica Roberts Bear
Wilda Wahpepha
Kristie Williamson-Eckert
Class of 1998
Randy Ash
Rebecca Ford Burbridge
Annette Brown
Rodina Cave Parnall
Marilyn Costello-Bullshoe
Paulette J. Dixon
Brendon Fairbanks
Margaret Flores
Eddie Garcia
Doreen (Hobson) McPaul
Millie Kennedy
Calvin Lee
JoAnne (Miller) Cook
Kerry K. Patterson
Troy Poteete
Anthony Powless
Petra Rogers
Paul Tsosie
Class of 1999
Temet A. Aguilar
Marjorie David
Heidi Frechette
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PLSI Participants 
Arthur Fry
Monica N. Garcia
Jason Hauter
Danielle Her Many 

Horses
Regina Holyan
Darryl Hutchinson
Bertie Kee-Lopez
Lisa Lang
Danielle Lazore
Anita Lewis
Dwight Lomayesva
Christina Parker
Shawn Seetomona
Francine Skenadore
Joe Tapia
Mark Welliver
Heather White Man Runs 

Him
Denise Winn Wright
Class of 2000
Milton Bluehouse, Jr.
Rosina Dee
Irene Folstrome-Rieke
Timothy Harjo
Josepha Hernandez
Lisa LaCroix-Weddell
Magdalene McCarty
Charmaine McDarment
Timothy McNeill
T.J. McReynolds
Lisa Nelmida
Loa Porter
Vanessa Ray-Hodge
Ken Reid
Gyasi Ross
Danelle Smith
John St. Pierre
Timothy Taylor
(Michelle) Renee Torres
James Washinawatok
Lola Wood
Class of 2001
Judith Barnes
Irene Black
Catherine Bryan
Jennifer Cooper
William Cornelius

Angela Delorme-Gaines
Gina Douville
Patrick Guinn
Quinn Hanamaiki
David Hill
Lee Jackson
Pearline Kirk
Vincent Knight
Jessica Lee-Domebo
Anthony F. Little
Georgene Louis
Joseph Morsette
E. Sequoyah Simermeyer
Nizhoni Smith
Delilah Tenorio
Sara Ward
Class of 2002
Heather Anderson-Clah
Joshua Arce
LaTonia Becenti
Michelle Begay
Wenona Benally-

Baldenegro
Wendell Bruce
Toni Caldwell
Elizabeth (Cheney) 

Medicine Crow
Brenna Clani-

Washinawatok
Christopher Clark-

Deschene
Sara Dutschke 

Setshwaelo
Ricardo Flores
Patsy Gould Desautel
Samantha (House) 

Greendeer
Skenandore
Winston Mark Holyan
Justin Jackson
James Loren
Katherine Morgan
George Patton
Denten D. Robinson
Amanda (Rockman) 

White Eagle
Raymond Rubio
Gwen Salt

Melanie Taylor
Blake Trueblood
Natasha Young 

Anderson
Melanie Wright
Class of 2003
Jeffrey Barehand
Deborah Begay
Sarah Cedarface
Anthony Coleman
Elizabeth Cook
Debra Doll
Karol Dixon
Rachael Duncan
Diwayne Gardner
Ryan Gunn
Sunshine Guzman
Debra Haaland
Amy Haury
Claude Jackson
Joseph “Jamie” Henry 

James
Dustin O. Jansen
Karole Kohl
Matthew Kuykendall
Victor Martin
P.J. McKinney
Maymangwa (Miranda) 

Flying Earth
LeAnn Montes
Malena Pinkham
Rose Quilt
Joel Rosette
Alicia Seyler
Justin Solimon
Natalie Stites
Ann-Denise Taylor-

Sands
Yonne Tiger
Earnestine (Tina) 

Tsinigine
Callie Wasson
Rita Yazzie
Class of 2004
David Adams
Derrick Beetso
Loren Benally
Amy Bowers Cordalis

Ethel B. Branch
Daron Carreiro
Dana Cleveland
Shaun (Courtney) 

Deschene
David Cuch
Bradley Custer
Christopher Darneal
Casey Douma
KeAloha (Alo) Douma
Grace Elliott
Thomasina Hare Real 

Bird
Phillip Harmon
Jared Hautamaki
Delbert Hopkins
Denise Hosay
Charles Hoskin
Kelli Keegan
Jennifer Khow
Suzanne Martinez
Justin McCarthy
Timothy McLaughlin
Janel Perry
Annette Pierre
Brooke Pinkham
Laura Poafpybitty
Nicole (Royal) Borromeo
Carlton Williams
Chad Yazzie
Class of 2005
Zina Benally-Crum
Amber (Byers) Goodwin
Matthew Campbell
Eugenia Charles-Newton
Chastity Bedonie
Aaron Choneska
Brandon Clark
Jerome Clarke
William Cook
Daniel Cornelius
Shaun Eastman
Emily Ellison
Bobbi Favel
Wizipan Garriott Little Elk
Francine (Hatch) 

Jaramillo
Kathryn Isom-Clause
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Thank you for  
your support &  
Gold Sponsorship! 

 
The Tribal In-house Counsel Association (TICA) is proud to sponsor the Pre-Law Summer Institute 
(PLSI) G. William Rice Book Award for the Top Student in Advocacy. TICA created and funded this 
award in 2017 in honor of G. William Rice, former PLSI Professor and tribal advocate.

G. William Rice Award Recipients 
2024 - Shelbi Fitzpatrick
2023 - Amber Frank
2022 - Imani Hicks
2021 - K. McCleary
2020 - Ethan Fairbanks
2019 - Cody Jeff
2018 - Lorenzo Gudino

TICA
TRIBAL IN-HOUSE 
COUNSEL ASSOCIATION

David “Oak” Rice, Karen Rice, Lorenzo Gudino, Harrison W. 
Rice, Doreen McPaul

Shebi Fitzpatrick and  
Prof. Thomas

K. McCleary  
 

Ethan Fairbanks Cody Jeff 

Imani Hicks

Prof. Thomas and Amber Frank
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PLSI Participants
Stacey Kiehn
Patrick Kincaid
Robert Medina
Jennifer (Modrich) 

Christopher
Mary Modrich-Alvarado
Autumn Monteau-

Nabors
Cynthia Moore
Gabriel Moses
Marilyn Phelps
Hillary Renick
Tracie Revis
Joshua (Peckenpaugh)
Standing Horse
Toni (Stanger) 

McLaughlin
Melissa Summers
Alfred Urbina
Melissa Velky
Novaline Wilson
John Young
Class of 2006
Terry Aguilar
Stacy Allison
A. Nikki Borchardt 

Campbell
Raymond Campbell
Michael S. Carter
Robert Mahi Congelliere
Jaina Camille Fisher
Jonathan Gray
Jordan Hale
Ryan Howard
Jacob Keyes
Gertrude Lee
Leroy LaPlante
Aurora Lehr
Brian L. Lewis
Kristina Lucero
Suzanne Moore-Byrd
Jill Nanpuya
Stevie Nichols
Chelsea Rowland
Alicia Sanasac
Nathan St. Goddard
Jeremiah Swett
Cressandra M. 

Thibodeaux
Starlyn Tourtillott
Jonathan Tsosie
Burton Warrington
Naomi White
Christian Williams
Class of 2007
Amanda Burley
Ross Caplett
Tonal Carreras
Amber Carrillo
Mark Carter
Trinidad Contreras
Jason M. Croxton
Sharice Davids
Jacqueline de Armas
Tunte Eaton
Karla (General) 

Kawenniiostha
Sunshine (Nicholson)
Gottfriedson
Honor Keeler
Daniel A. Lewis
Mark Carter
Shane Morigeau
Faun Moses
Julian Nava
Brandon Pascual
James Schlender
Eric Sheets
Terri Smith
Sheldon C. Spotted Elk
Robert Thompson
Michelle Watchman
Carolyn West
Class of 2008
Renee Ashley
Michael Benally
Fred Bigjim
Sean Cahill
Mandy Cisneros
Rea Cisneros
Jerry Coker
Jennifer Cross
John Dodd
Caleb Dogeagle
Aaron Edenshaw
Mercedes Garcia

Audrey Gardner
Sarai Geary
Layatalati Hill
Victoria (“Tori”) Kitcheyan
Karen Lucero
Heidi Macdonald
Jeremy Marshall
Raulin Martin
Terrelene Massey
Feather Moy-Welish
Sarah Nelson
Sara Ortiz
Ryan Rash
Veronique Richardson
Clinton Scott
James Vallie
Kristi Williams
Lonnie Wright
Class of 2009
DeAnza Anderson
Kanani Anderson
Xavier Barraza
Chris P. Benally
Danielle Brand
James Campbell
Henry Castillo
Kendri Cesar
Whitney Cornish
Kimberly Cromwell
Samuel Crowfoot
Natasha Cuylear
Kelly Dennis
Ashley Dutro
Cynthia Freeman
Michael Halona
Charlayne Holliday
Marjorie James
Matthew Johnson
Shalanée Joyner
Onawa Lacy-Haynes
Megan LaFromboise
Adrian LeCornu
Anthony (Bohn) Maestas
Naomi Miguel
Robyn Neswood
Ashley Ray
Andrew Robertson
Preston Sanchez

LaNell Shirley
Madeline Soboleff Levy
Cessalie (LaFromboise)
Sternhagen Letitia 

Stover
Ryan Tallmadge
Frances Toddy
JoEtta Toppah (Archie)
Kelly Turney
Class of 2010
Tahda Ahtone
Jesse Allen
Nathaniel (Tanner) 

Amdur-Clark
Leland Begay
Precious Benally
Grant Birtcher
Jacqueline Bisille
Aubony Burns
Henry Castillo
Timothy Cornelius
Francys Crevier
Nellie David
Emily Dillon
Joshua Dorries
William Follis
Neomi Gilmore
Victoria (Hatch) Sweet
Loya Henderson
Lucas LaRose
Summer (Morris) Wesley
Matthew Murdock
Jody Olney
Katherine Parker
Jeremiah Ross
Micah Runnels
James Simermeyer
Coell Simmons
Madison Simmons
Shannon Swimmer
Tela Troge
Jeremiah Thompson
Brandon Vigil
Elisabeth White Pipe
James Wolgemuth
Class of 2011
Cassie Anderson
Tye Baker
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PLSI Participants 
Xavier Barraza
Benita Big Foot
Darrell (Tiger) Brown Bull
Michael Cochrane
Camille Garcia
Constance Goudreau
Tracy Goodluck
Kellen Hernandez
Kaela Joyner
Tiffany Justice
Santee Lewis
Daphne Littlebear
Tammi Littleman-Aktac
Donovan Long Fox
Brenda McKenna
Samuel Nickels
Stephanie M. Salazar
Cheyenne Sanders
Andrea Selkirk
John Simermeyer
Aaron Sims
Sitake (Mato) Poponatui
Austin Stevenson
Rhonda Tuni
Byron (Craig) Williams
Oitancan Zephier
Class of 2012 
Eric Abeita
Nichole Alex
DeLyssa Begay
Tamera Begay
Chris Benally
Joseph Byrd
Michelle Ching
Michelle Cook
Taylor Denning
Jamie Frederick
Amy L. Foerster (Funk)
Derik Goatson
Veronica Hill
Brianna Jagelski
Jessica Jones
August-Drew Syngen
Kanassatega
Jay C. McCray
Jocelyn McCurtain
Julia Menka
Thomas Miller

Josett Monette
Dave Nezzie
Rose Petoskey
Stephen Raslich
Antonio Solorzano
Justina Stewart
Heidi Todacheene
Chase Velasquez
Chase Woodley
Brian Zark
Class of 2013
Denise Abeita Trujillo
Janna (Wehi) Ahu
Glennas’ba Augborne
Tashina Azure
Jordyn Bishop
Stephanie Black
Christy Chapman
Ariel Davis
Jessica Four Bear
Bennie Francisco
Whitney Gravelle
Tsyoslake House
E.J. John
Cameron Johnson
Kathryn (Katie) Jones
Christine Jordan
Lila Leader Charge
Preston Nakai
Cody O’Dale
Ammon Orr
Melayna Ortiz
Shane Plumer
Leonard Powell
Monique Rangel
Brian Ray
Karen Rice
Alisha Schmidt Morrison
Robert Silva
Brian Smith
Pamela Smith
Tyler Smith
Concetta Tsosie de Haro
Erica Valdez
Racheal (Strong) White 

Hawk
Clinton Yandell
Class of 2014

Rudy Anaya
Melanie Ben
Wallis Black
Taylor Burdick
Cassandra Chang
Richard Chissoe
Jonelle Clytus
Brian Curley
Danielle Finn
Bennie Francisco
Candace French
Cedar Gillette
Chase Goodnight
Macario Gutierrez
Sharon Hildebrand
Anna Hohag
Sean Johnson
Jennifer Leal
Lydia Locklear
Tierra (Tia) Marks
Nathan McCurtain
Christine Mellick-Miller
Alexandra Mojado
Caitlin Pozernick
Vanessa Racehorse
Eric Rodriguez
Wyatt Rosette
Ashley Salazar
Tina Salinas
Margaret Scott
Stephanie Sfiridis
Lisa Wrazidlo
Tyson Yazzie
Marie Yempuku
Jasmine Yepa
Class of 2015
Jacquelynn Allen
Anthony Aronica
Chelsea Barnes
Wallis Black
Cade Cross
Sean Distor
Ashley Duffy
Moreau Four Bear
Katheran Frank
Patricia Hoeft
Joab Maestas
Austin Megli

Jannette Mondragón
John Morseau
James Mowdy
Shannon Nakamoto
Nadine Padilla
Michael Platero
Dylan Rain Tree
Tiffany Schorn
Reggie Sherman
Portia Skenadore-

Wheelock
Yvette Weese
Henry Williams
Rani Williams
Sharlee Williams
Class of 2016
Chad Abeyta
Catelin Aiwohi
Christina Andrews
Maurisa Bell
Mickey Isaiah Benally
Jessie Big Knife
Stephanie Collier
Sarah Crawford
DesiRae Deschine
Enoch Endwarrior
Joaquin Gallegos
Adelina Gomez
Daniel Hena
Victoria LeftHand
Alexander Mallory
Alphian Metoxen
Lyman Paul
LaTosha (LP) Payne
John-Richard (J-R) 

Peterson
John Petoskey
Rebecca Plumage
Harrison Rice
Roshanna Toya
Steven Walker
Kayla Wrolson
Class of 2017
Raquel Anakalea
Cole Bauman
Candace Begody
Janet Bill
Mariah Black Bird
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PLSI Participants
Joseph Byrd
Violet (Violette) Cloud
Naomie Droll
Cynthia Freeman
Brian Garcia
Julia Giffin
Connie Hunt
Austin Lara
Larenda Maulson
Melodie Meyer
Jordan Oglesby
Rellani Ogumoro
Michelle Patterson
Haley Rains
Martha (Martie) Simmons
Lemuel Soto
Cora Tso
Nikki Tulley
Beth Wright
Sarah Zlotnicki
Class of 2018
Michelle (Paulene) 

Abeyta
Felisha Adams
William (Tanner) Allread
Ethan Arviso
Melinda Bonson
Jens Wesley Camp
Michelle Castagne
Kacey Chopito
Cassondra M Church
Lora Church
Kateri Hope Eisenberg
Maria Lourdes Escalante
Forrest Gauthier
Ronald Gishey
Dory Goldberg
Lorenzo Gudino
Amy Johns
Dallas Lopez
Joseph M. Lugo
Lincoln Mark
Christina McDonogh
Lydia Ninham
Navalyn Platero
Marissa Sayetsitty
Colleen Silversmith
MacArthur Stant
Krista Thompson

Class of 2019
Cody Artis
LaTasha Ball
Amber Byars
Dallon Echo Hawk
Hilary Edwards
Sarah Edwards
Celeste Gilman
Hannah Goins
Dory Goldberg
Jessica Govindu
Emily Harwell
Leo Horn
Baron Hoy
Kari James
Cody Jeff
Alyssa Kewenvoyouma
Matt Krystall
Cierra Moore
Kelly Morgan
Damian (Shapes) Padilla
Jasten Schock
Nicholas Stamates
Sheldon Standish
Samantha Wauls
Dwight Witherspoon
Karlen Yallup
Class of 2020 PLOS
Geoffrey Bacon
Katlin Bowers
Alma Buena
Nina Chester
Timothy Devine
Chad Edwards
Kenneth Epps
Ethan Fairbanks
Ashleigh Fixico
Celeste Gilman
Asuncion Hampson-

Medina
Michael LaValley
Alicianna Martinez
Danielle Montgomery
Nakari Parker
Brendan Rolland
Barbara Ryan
Alyssa Sanderson
Autumn Shone
Zachary (Zak) Show
Alexandria Vasques

Samantha Wauls
Christian White
Class of 2021 PLOS
Joshua Bertalotto
Robin Bilagody
Roselin Buckingham
Kathryn Bussey
Shaniya Decker
Brock Flynn
Catherine Folsom
Morgan Gray
Weston Jones
Shania Kee
Clayton Kinsey
Justin Lauriano
Kandace Littlefoot
Samantha Maltais
Katherine McCleary
Shaynalea Mirabal 

Braun
Jordan Panarella
Kyle Ranieri
Alicia Slader
Shalese Snowdon
Sophie Staires
Chelsi Tsosie
Noah Wahquahboshkuk
Kathryn Walker
Michael Williams
Class of 2022
Olivia (Liv) Akkerman-

Byram
Ericka Camposan
Sapphire Carter
Myka Curtis
Jakob Dry
Ashlee Fox
Ashley Hamilton
Imani Hicks
Womsikuk (Kuk) James
JoAnne (Jo-Joe) Lee
Eldred Lesansee
Shundeen Martinez
Cameron (Cam) 

McIntyre
Kristina Montoya-Haas
Jasmine Neosh
Troi Newman
Morgan Oakes

Amber Reano
Brianna Segay
Laura Stinson
Daniel Streamer
Colin Tompson
Rory Wheeler
Makai Zuniga
Class of 2023
Tyanne Benallie        
Jerimy Billy             
Leo John (LJ) Bird
Mikaela Bledsoe Downes   
Amber Frank
Colten Fredericks 
Donald Gaines 
Jacquelynn Gutierrez 
Chase Hobson
Ashley Alexis LaFriniere 
Eli Langley            
Hunter Mallinger 
Francis Nicholai 
Justice Oglesby
Ariana Romeo 
Allison Shaddox
Monique Tsosie 
Will Vandergriff 
Zack Young 
Class of 2024
Gabriella Blatt 
Stephanie Brown 
Rudolph Clark 
Jamison Deese 
Shelbi Fitzpatrick 
Taressia Garcia 
Brenna Hanley 
Michael Potter 
Shuuluk Leo-Retz 
Manny Lewis 
Erica Mendez 
Sarah Montoya 
Dosa Nappo 
Brandi Nastacio 
Elizebeth Olson 
Vincent Sheoships 
Brock Smith 
Maddie van der Ploeg 
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Proudly supporing the
American Indian Law Center

Albuquerque Santa Fe

modrall.com

Kilpatrick is proud to sponsor the 
American Indian Law Center’s 
2024 PLSI Homecoming and the 
advancement of independent and 
culturally vibrant American Indian and 
Alaska Native communities. We work 
with Tribes to preserve, promote, and 
protect tribal sovereignty and other 
inherent tribal rights. We consider 
it an honor and a privilege to serve 
Indian Country.

ktslaw.com
© 2024 Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

Professor EagleWoman with PLSI 2024

Thank you for your support & 
sponsoring meals throughout 
the 2024 PLSI Homecoming. 



Working with Indian Tribes  
to Protect the Environment

Through innovation and collaboration, we provide legal  
assistance to Indian tribes to protect the environment and improve 
human health. Our high-quality work combined with your goals, 

priorities, and ideas can make a difference in your community.

jillgrantlaw.com
Follow us on LinkedIn and Facebook  |  202-821-1950

Jill E. Grant Andrea E. Gelatt Ian P. Fisher Christina C. McClintock

PARNALL &
ADAMS LAW

Searching for support?
Personal Injury | Wrongful Death | Violent Crimes

Contact Us 2116 Vista Oeste NW Suite 403
Albuquerque, NM 87120

(505) 600-1417

parnalladams.com

Serving Tribes 
& Tribal Entities 
Nationally

 lieffcabraser.com

Lieff Cabraser is 
Proud to Support the 
American Indian Law 
Center & the 2024 
PLSI Homecoming
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PLSI Teaching Assistants
The American Indian Law Center, Inc. did its very best to identify all of the Teaching Assistants 
for the Special Scholarship and Pre-Law Summer Institute over the past 57 years, but we do not 
have complete and updated information. We welcome your help in providing an accurate and 
complete list of our teaching assistants. Please contact AILCinfo@law.unm.edu if you have any 
corrections or more information.

Early Teaching 
Assistants 1967-1974
Charles W. Daniels
John Leathers
Mark McFeeley
1975
Albert Hale
1976
Steve Roche
1977
Kirk Garcia
John Petoskey
1978
Theresa Gomez
Robert Holden
Brenda Peterson
1979
Kevin Gover
1980
Roland Chico
Lorene Ferguson
Lee Fernando
Ernest Lujan
Robert Yazzie
Jeanette Wolfley
1981
Raymond Austin
1982
Tadd Johnson
1983
Charlie Brown
David Yepa
1984
Victor Antone
Verlin Hughes Perry-
Deerinwater
Harold Monteau
Rafael Gonzales
Nancy Guttenberg

Joan Steele
1985
Linus Everling
Cheryl Fairbanks
Bruce Keizer
Harold Monteau
Jana Walker
1988
Peggy Bird
Barbara Creel
Jolanda Ingram
William Johnson
Rochelle Ducheneaux
Laurence
1989
Tamsen Holm
Jean Gamache
Tim Simmons
1990
Dave Christensen
John Haupt
1991
Lisa Gover
Sally Hernandez
Butch O’Neal
Jackie Rashleger
1992
Raymond Etcitty
Tracey LeBeau
Jim Middleton
Terry Padilla
1993
Gary Dodge
Chris Karns
Melanie Patten
Fritzsche
Rosemary Maestas
1994
Ralph Keen, Jr.

Kyle Nayback
Pam Sewell
D. Craig Tingle
1995
Todd Araujo
Alicia (Lisa) Duncan
Gassman
Naomi Stacy
Helen Padilla
1996
Leslie Cohan
Denise Dowdell
Maxine Velasquez
Cheron Watchman
1997
Vince Lujan
Nicholas Mendoza
Pete Peterson
Lynn Trujillo
1998
Bidtah Becker
Bernice Delorme
Tammi Lambert
John Orie
1999
Randy Ash
Rodina Cave Parnall
Rebecca Birdsbill Ford
Doreen Hobson
McPaul
2000
Lucy Beals
Arthur Fry
Jason Hauter
Regina Holyan
Lisa Lang
2001
Deanna LeBeau
Charmaine McDarment
Shawna (Shea) Woods

2002
Catherine Bryan
Vincent Knight
Sequoyah
Simermeyer
Delilah Tenorio
2003
Heather Anderson
Liz Cheney Medicine
Crow
Winston Mark Holyan
Sherri Thomas
2004
Debra Haaland
Maymangwa Flying 

Earth
Joel Rosette
Justin Solimon
2005
Dana Cleveland
Casey Douma
Tim McLaughlin
Suzanne Martinez
2006
Matt Campbell
Francine Jaramillo
Robert Medina
Novaline Wilson
2007
Mike Carter
Gertrude Lee
Jonathan Tsosie
Burton Warrington
2008
Sharice Davids
Daniel Lewis
Honor Keeler
Shane Morigeau
Sheldon Spotted Elk
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PLSI Teaching Assistants
2009
Sarai Geary
Terrelene Massey
Heidi Macdonald
Veronique Richardson
2010
Natasha Cuylear
Kelly Dennis
Onawa Lacy
Ryan Tallmadge
2011
Tahda Ahtone
Leland Begay
Aubony Burns
Tim Cornelius
2012
Tracy Goodluck
Kellen Hernandez
Stephanie Salazar
Mato Sitake
Craig Williams
2013
Veronica Hill
Josette Monette

Syngen Kanassatega
Antonio Solorzano
2014
Christine Jordan
Brian T. Ray
Alisha Schmidt
Morrison
Connie Tsosie de Haro
2015
Taylor Burdick
Richard Chissoe
Christine Miller
Jasmine Yepa
2016
J Maestas
Jannette Mondragón
John Morseau
Nadine Padilla
Michael Platero
2017
Jessie Big Knife
Adelina Gomez
Harrison Rice
Victoria Left Hand

Kayla Wrolson
2018
Cole Bauman
Violette Cloud
Julia Giffin
Jordan Oglesby
Martie Simmons
2019
Felisha Adams
Cassondra Church
Kateri Eisenberg
Chrissy McDonogh
Mac Stant
2020 PLOS
Juan Rey Abeita
Amber Morningstar
Byars
Jessica Govindu
Kari James
Cierra Moore
2021 PLOS
Geoffrey Bacon
Alma Buena
Timothy Devine

Chad Edwards
Barbara Ryan
Autumn Shone
2022
Rosy Buckingham
Shania Kee
Chelsi Tsosie
Sage Wagner
Michael Williams
2023
Myka Curtis 
Marcus Miller Moore 
Amber Reano                         
Brianna Segay  
2024
Leo John (LJ) Bird 
Mikaela Bledsoe Downes
Jacquelynn Gutierrez 
Chase Hobson 
Hunter Mallinger 

ADVOCATING FOR TRIBAL INTERESTS
S I N C E  1 9 7 6

Rothstein Donatelli LLP is Proud to 
Support the Pre-Law Summer Institute

Jordan Hale (2006)
Chase A. Velasquez (2012)
Roshanna K. Toya (2016)
Autumn L. Shone (2020)

PLSI Alumni

Indian Law Criminal Defense Civil Rights

rothsteinlaw.com

505.988.8004  Santa Fe 505.243.1443  Albuquerque

480.921.9296  Tempe
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